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consists of Dr. Hope, the Commissioner of
Pubiic Health, as c¢hairman, Doctor A. T.
White of Fremantle. Doctor J. 8. Hicks
of Guildford, Mrs. Harms, matron of the
House of Aerey. Perth, an Australian-
trained nurge, and Miss M. Tate, the late
Silver Chain mafernity nurse, now matron
of the Valesco privaie hospital, Perth,
and also an Awnstralian-frained nurse. So
it will be seen the personnel of the board
has been carefully considered, whoever
was responsible for it, and of comrse my
friend Mr. Connolly was. This board
can, I think, be relied on to make regula-
tions to safeguard the public in every
respect. T hope there will be no strong
opposition to the Bill. If there is neces-
sity for amendment any suggestions
thrown out will be carefully considered in
Committee,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 9.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
pm., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of Marble Bar and Brookton Roads
Boards.
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By the Minister for Mines : Papersre
Inspection of Permanent Way, Midland
Railway.

QUESTION — BUILDING SCAT-
FOLDING INSPECTOR.

e, OLOGHLEN (for Mr., A, A.
Wilson} asked the Premier: In view of

the large and inereasing number of aeci-
denis in the buoilding trade, owing to the
faunlly construction of seaffolding, will
the Government consider the advisahility
of appointing a practical “Building Scaf-
folding Inspeetor” immediately?

The PREMIER replied: The attention
of the Government has not been officially
directed to the cirenmstances referred to
in the hon. member’s question, bnt the
advisability of appointing a praectieal in-
spector of seaffolding will be taken into
consideration.

QUESTION — RAILWAY OVER-

HEAD BRIDGES, SUBURBAN.

Mr. GILL asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, In connection with the propesed
improvements to the suburban railways,
how many overhead bridges is it pro-
posed to build over the railways betwszen
West Perth and East Perth? 2, What is
the estimated total cost of same? 3. What
is the estimated cost of the proposed ex-
trnsion to Beaufort-street bridee?

The MINTSTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: 1, Four, exclusive of the exten-
sion of the Beaufort-street bridee. 2, As
certain alterations in the design are im-
pending, the estimated cost eannot at pre-
sent be given. 3, Approximately, £20,000.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRU(-
TION, WICKEPIN-MERREDIN.

Mr, BROUN asked the Minister for
Woarks: 1, Ts it the intention of the Min-
ister to construnet the first seetion of the
Wickepin-Merredin line from Wickepin
to a point in the vicinity of Lake Kurren-
kutten? 2. Is it the intention of the Min-
istre to make an exhaustive inguiry info
the claims of the Kumminin selectors for
railway facilities before departing from
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the route of the Wickepin-Merredin line,
as shown on map marked P.W.D. 15285¢%
The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, Question of route is now nnder
consideration. 2, Answered by above.

QUESTIONS (2)—JARRAH PILES
AND SLEEPERS.

Attacks by Sea-worms.

Mr. GEORGE (for Mr. Allen) asked
the Premier: 1, Was the Premier cor-
1ectly reporfed at the annnal dinner at

Fremantle Chamber of Commerce in
saying that the jarrah piles in the
wharves at Fremantle had suffered

severely from the aitacks of sea-worims,
and that he would shortly make a state-
ment on the matter? 2, Tf so, when will
hie make the statement?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is trne
that a number of piles at the Victoria
Quay and the North Wharf have been
practically destroyed in from eight to
15 years, owing to the nttacks of teredo
or sea-worms, and from time to time the
Government have been replacing, and
will confinue to replace, if reqnired, the
piles so affected. 2, This important sub-
ject is at present receiving close attention
at the hands of the Hon. Minister for
Works, and when a decision is reached it
will be made known.

Reports.

Mr. GEORGE (for Mr. Allen) asked
the Premier: 1, Have the Government, or
the Government officials, received any re-
ports, or have they any information re-
specting the destruction to the piles (by
termites) of any jetiies or wharves in
this State? 2, Have the Government, or
the Government officials, received any in-
formation from India respecting the de-
strnetion to jarrah sleepers by white ants
or other destroving agents? 3, Does he
intend to have the papers in connection
with the above laid on the Table of the
Honse?

The PREMIER replied: 1. No infor-
mation has reached the Government to
the effect that piles have been destroyed
by termites, precantions having been
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taken from time to time to prevent their
acceess. The hon. member is, however, re-
teired to the answer which I am {o-day
giving to his further question on this sub-
jeet. 2, Certain information has come
to band, and ig at present receiving full
consideration by the (overnment. 3, In
view of the inguiries which are proceed-
ing, it is not proposed to lay the papers
ort the Table of the House, but the hon.
member may peruse same upon applica-
tion at the Premier’s office.

QUESTION—WATER BORE, GLAD-
STONE.

Mr. GARDINER (for Mr. McDonald}
agked the Minister for Works: 1, On
what ferms is the Gladstone bore leased
to private persons? 2, Do these terms
inelude the right of the lessee to fence
the water off from the travelling publie?
3, Is the Minister aware that such is done
at present?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The Gladstone bore is not
leased, but the surplus water through a
2in. pipe, after full requirements of the
public and of travelling stock have been
met with, is granted to W. G. Statham
in constderation of— (a) pavment of £5
per annum; (b) Concreting at his ex-
pense the pipe of the bore to prevent

corrosion; (e¢) looking after the bore
cenerally; (d) fencing in the bore for
protection; (e} tenancy being for 12

months from 15th May, 1911, to 14th
May, 1912, 2, No, 3, No.

QUESTION—ABORIGINES PROSE-
CUTED FOR TRESPASS.

Mr., GARDINER asked the Premier:
Has his attention been drawn to the fact
that four aborigines were recently pro-
secuted for trespass on a pastoral leasze
near Whim Creek?

The PREMIER replied: No; but in
view of the hon, member's question, im-
mediate inquiries have been institunted,
and he will be informed of the result.
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BILLS {(4)--FIRST READINGS.

1, Transeontinental Railway (intro-
duced by the Premier}.

2, Parliamentary Allowances Amend-
ment (introduced by the Premier).

3. Land and Income Tax {introduced
by the Premier).

4, Permanent Reserve Rededication (in-
troduced by the Minister for Lands).

RETURN — PRISON WARDERS,
SUNDAY DUTY.

On motion by Mr. CARPENTER, or-
dered: That a return be laid upon the
Table of the House showing the total
number of Sundays upon which each
warder employed in the Fremantle
Prison has been off duty from January
Ist to November 30th of the present year.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Recommitial.

Order of the Day for third reading
read.
The

moved—-

That the Bill be recommitied for the
further comsideration of Clause 3.
Question passed ; re-consideration in

Committee made an Order of the Day for
the next sitting of 1he House.

MINISTER FOR LANDS

BILL—APPELLATE JURISDICTION.

Second Heading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said : This is a necessary measure incident
on the changes that have taken place in
the State since the introduetion of
Responsible Government, I believe this
measure was intended to be inlroduced
by the late Government, and undoubtedly
it is a requisite piece of legislation. Tt
has come down to us from the Legislative
Couneil and it briefly provides for the
proper course to be taken in appeals in
divoree and matrimonial canses. When
the colony did not enjoy the blessings of
Responsible Government the court of
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appeal was the Governor-in-Executive-
Council. I need only mention that fact to
show it is necessary to make an alteration
in the law which up to date has not been
made. It would be absurd to take appeals
from the divoree court to the Governor-
in-Execative Couneil, yet upon the files
not long ago there was a case in the
divorce and matrimonial court listed for
appeal. That appeal court consists of the
Governor and all the respousible Min-
isters, and I think every member will ad-
mit it is not a judictously suitable eourt.
Neither, considering the advancement of
reformatory mattery generally, is it a
course to be now followed. This measure
provides, in the event of appeals being
necessary in future, they shall fellow the
same course as in all matters of appeal,
that is from the court in which the issue
is tried to the Full Court. Moreover it
provides one matter to which I draw the
attention of the Chamber, namely, that in
any proceedings taken hitherto, if it be
possible anything should be listed for ap-
peal before this Bill becomes law, the ap-
peal shall be taken to the Full Court. I
think with this explanation it is sufficient
that I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

time,

Mr. MITCHELL: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived,

Mr. MITCHELL (Northam}: T think
the Minister should allow an adjournment,
It only means waiting until to-morrow so
that members ean have an opportunity
of reading the Bill. We are not neces-
sarily opposed to it, and will probhably
agree to it, but T think we should have
time to consider it. A postponement.
until to-morrow is not asking too much.

Mr. NANSON (Greenongh}: Unfortu--
nately I was not in the Chamber when
the Attorney General moved the second
reading, but, glancing at the Bill, T am
under the impression that its intention iz
to give an appeal in divorce and matri-
monial eauses to the Fuoll Court. Some
iime ago a difficulty arose through iis
being discovered "that the appeal was fo
the Governor-in-Council, and I loke it the
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Bill is to remove that ancmaly. That being
so, I do not think there will be any ob-
Jjection to passing the seecond reading of
the Bill, or any need to interrupt its
passage.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (in
reply) : That is the only purpose of the
Bill. T believe it was during the hen.
member’s term of office that the difficulty
arose, and it was then expected that the
Governor-mm-Conneil wonld have to hear
a case of appeal. An anomaly of that
sort must strike everybody, and perhaps
the member for Novtham will be content
to let the matter go on, more particularly
as the Bill has been thrashed out already
in ihe Legislative Council,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seecond time.

I'n Commutiee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reportéd without amendment; and
the report adopted.

BILL—IICGENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said:
on the Licensing Aect at all we are dealing
with very debatable matter, and the Gov-
ernment would not have submitted any
legislation for eonsideration upon the sub-
jeet had there not heen certain
amendments neeessary to thé re-
cently passed Licensing Aect. This
Bill confines itself fo three mat-
ters. We could very well introduce amend-
ments which expertence of the administra-
tion and operalions of the Aet have dis-
closed ns necessary, hat it is not desirable
that at this stage of fhis brief session
amendments covering principles involving
large debates shonld he introdueed. We
recognise the Act will have to be dealt
with in a comprehensive measure and in
a thorough fashion next session; and this
Bill simply endeavours to remove certain
anomalies and to do justice to those who,
if the measure 15 not passed, will receive
great injustice. The first portion of the

I am well aware that in touching .

631

Bill seeks to validate or make certain the
boundaries of (he licensing disiviets. It
will be within the minds of members that
the Licensing Bill was passed before we
iniroduced the Redistribvtion of Seats
Bill, and in the Aect it is provided that
the lieensing disiriets shall have the same
boundaries of delimitations as the elee-
toral distriels; but since then we have al-
tered the houndaries of the electoral dis-
triets, and the question very naturally
arises as to whether by that means we
distribute afresh the licensing districts.
Must automatieally, as a matter of course,
ihe established licensing districts swell
out or recede in order to keep side by
side or line by Iine with the redistribu-
tion of seats boundaries? And a further
question arose as to whether the recent
local option poll was valid if taken under
the old licensing distriets, inasmueh as we
have altered those districts as some sup-
pose at least inferentially by the Redis-
tribution of Seats Act. Can we legally
acdopt the results of the loeal optien
poll?  We avant to validate the reeent
loeal option poll, and by this Bill desive
to make it certain what the houndaries
of the licensing districts are, notwith-
standing the passage of the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Act. The first portion
of the Bill therefore proposes to keep the
old licensing disfricts as they were, giv-
ing power o the Governor to unite two
districts 1nto one, or divide one distriet
into two or three, and giving to the
Governor-in-Council power to désignate
these distriets, that is to say, give
them their names and boundaries
aceording to the exigencies of the de-
velopment of Ihe population or the re-
quirements of the Licensing Act. Law-
yers capable of giving an opinion differ
cousiderably as to the legality of the boun-
dories since the passage of the Redistri-
bution of Seats Act. This will make cer-
tain of the eontinuance of the boundaries
of the old licensing distriets and will vali-
date the loeal option poll. The next mat-
ter dealt with is the wayside licenses. The
old Act provides that when a wayside li-
cense is sitnafed in a distriet where the
population has inereased to 100, that is
when the wayside becomes a township,
and population has gathered there, that
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wayside license automatically dies and
the landlord passes out, while another
person may be able to come in and obiaiu
a general publican’s license. In this way
a stranger might obtain ithe advantage
over the old seltled resident. I believe
the late Attorney General had his atten-
tion drawn to a eertain wayside license
in his distriet, and in some way the mat-
ter was patehed up, bul not, in the opin-
ion of the Crown law officers, altogether
in a legal fashion. That is to say, the
legality of the course then taken may
still be gnestioned. The emergency was
met, but there was the uncertainty of
whether the people coneerned were legal-
ly kolding the license when the population
had grown. Not only that case but others
were cropping up. At the present time
the popunlation in many of these places
wag shifting, We were settling new arveas,
and what may be wayside houses one
vear, the next year may be sitnated in
the very heart of a populons district, and,
under those circumsiances, wayside li-
cense is not the proper designation of the
chavacter of the business done. The mea-
sure simply provides that when the mai-
ter comes before the Licensing Court, the
courl can substitote a general publiean’s
license for the wayside inn license, and
thereby enable the person theretocontinue

the same trade that he was doing the -

day before, right up to now, the only dif-
ference heing ihat the State will receive
more in consequence, as there will he a
lavger license fee to be paid. Ii is no new
form of license, nor are we increasing
the number of hotels, or the quantity of
Hguor sold; it is simply designating by
its proper name the license in accordance
with the requiremenis of the old Act. The
final provision of the Bill is to enable the
Government to deal with a special case
and I am not guite snre in Commitiee

whether we should designate that a
speeial  case  instead of making
the matter general as it now
appears in the Bill. 1 may take

the House into the confidence of the Gov-
ernment by stating that the Government
are resmining certain propertics in connec-
tion with the railway in the neighhour-
hood of Perth station, and on the land
whieh has been resumed is a certain hotel
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the license of which will be taken away.
The question is whether we can adequately’
eompensate the owner without this Bill.
The Gosernment propose that there shail
be another hotel erected as near as pos-
sible to the sile of the original one, and
on all fours with it. There is one fealure
aboul it, however, that we cannot grant
or covenant for, and that is that the new
hotel shall be granted a license, and untit
we ean grant a license the Bill will be ab--
solutely useless. As the law stands the
building must be constructed and ap-
proved before the court will issme a li-
cense. We want to deal with the resump--
tion at ence and before we can do that
we nust be able to guarante {hat we shall
place the owner in full possession, build
him the houze and provide him with a
license. The Bill, therefore, provides that
the licensing eonri may issue or may give
the liceuse when the hoilding is eompleted.
This will guarantee that the money will
not be expended in vain and that the
building when counstrueted will not be use-
less. 1t would have been necessary other-
wise to poy for what may be designated
the goodwill, notwithstanding the Ffact
that most of us believe that landlords get
no goodwill, but that the publie house s
let. only on a year's tenancy. The law,
however, does not so regard the position..
A hotel is looked upon as a valuable asset
and that it bas a market valne we all
kiow. Therefore, to aveid having to
pay anything like an enormous sum for
compensation for the loss of the license,
it is proposed to build these premises and
say to the party concerned, we build you
a hotel and we guarantee you a license. In
this way we shall save to the State a very
large sum of moeney. Those are all the
subjeets comprised in the Bill; they ave
necessary and wrgent, and conly becanse
the necessily and urgeney warrant us
doing so, are we bringing the matter be-
fore the Chamber. I heg io move—

That the Bill be now read a second.

time,

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): I
realise with the Attorney General that it
is utterly impossible to toueh the Licen--
sing Aet without hringing a hornet’s nest
around one. He has, however, declared
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that he intends to make further amend-
ments during next session, and it seems
to me that there are quite a number of
very peculiar things in the Licensing Act
that require to be attended to. One of
them I desire o refer to, and which is
eontained in Bection 65, provides that
a widow, if she be over 30 years of age,
or a marvied woman if living aparf from
her husband, also over that age, or a
divorced woman, may hold a license. It
appeatrs to me extraordinary that a single
woman over JO years of age, and who
may be thorouglhly respectable is not
given the same privilege. I eannot un-
derstand why a divoreced woman or a
married woman living apart from her
Lhusband should be in a better position
to hold o license than a thoroughly re-
spectable single woman. I had thought
of moving an amendment in Committee
but on more mature consideration I
realise that the openiug of a discussion
on this matter at the present time would
not be wise. Under the circumstances T
shall defer taking any aection until a
more comprehensive measure is intro-
duced next sesion. I simply availed my-
self of this opporiunity of mentioning
the matter, in order that we may think
seriously over it by the time the next Bill
comes up for our eonsideration.

Mr. NANSON (Greenough): The
House may, T think, congratulate itself
that having devoted many hours last ses-
sion and the preceding one, to the con-
sideration of the Licensing Bill, it has not
been necessary to reintroduce this session
the subject 1n all its complexities. The
Bill introdueed by the Attorney General
18 entirvely of a non-controversial charac-
ter, at least it seems so to me, and the
amendments sought to be made are of a
machinery charaeter which will make for
the smonther working of the Bill. I do
not anticipate that any objection will be
taken hy members on this side of the
House to the passing of the Bill in the
form in which it has been introduced.

Mr. LANDER (East-Perth): I can en-
dorse all that has been said by the mem-
ber for Coolgardic with refervence to the
section of the Act which prevents a
respeetable single woman over 30 veavs
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from holding a license. I lave a lady
in my eye who has run an hotel, or a
number of hotels, for a number of years,
and it has always been necessary for hev
tu have a substitute. As hon. members
are aware, when females have to employ
a man, and use him in the capacity of a
dummy, and place his name over the door,
it pats a woman very often in an awk-
ward position. I know of a case at
Donnybrook where a respectable woman
could not get a license, and she had to
employ a man. At the same time it seems
strange that any divorced woman, or a
woman living apart from her husband,
can get a license, I trust that when the
new Bill is introduced next session it
will contain a provision to enable respect-
able single women over 30 years of age
to hold a license.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

Commitice Stage.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T.
Walker) moved—

That the Committee stage be made
an Qrder of the Day for the next sitting
day.

My, Nanson: Why not go into Com-
mittee now ¢

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
might be necessary to make two ameund-
ments to this measure. TFirst of all, it
might not he wise to take Clause 4 so
generally when it is required to deal
with a specific case. It was desired
also to provide that the holder of
a general license should conform with all
the requirements of the Licensing Aect.
However, if it were the wish of the Honse
to go into Committee on the measure the
proposed amendments could if necessary
be made in the Couneil.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Cemmittee withont
debate, reported without amendment; and
the report adopted.
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BILL—WORKERS’ HOMES.

Second reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. PRANK WILSON (Sussex): The
prineiple embodied in this measnre is one
which, T ihink, every member will cordi-
ally endorse. It is well known that it was
part of the poliey of the present Opposi-
tion at the recent general elections, and
until my friend, the Premier, to use one
of his own expressions, vobbed us, or
shall T say annexed it from ns—

The Attorney General: It has exisied
in New Zealand and South Australia fov
I do not know how long,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: That is not
to say that it was not our policy. We put
it before the people. However, we bear
the Government no ill will over their
aclion in this regard. They can annex
any part of onr policy and we will be
only too glad to assist (hem to earry it
into law. We had not the time to work
out the details of the scheme, nor do T
think the Premier unfil lately had time to
work them out. He says we shall prob-
ably join issne with him inasmuch as the
Bill provides for leasehold in conneetion
with these homes. I do not wish to join
issue with him in this vegard. I prefer
freehiolds, and I think uniune out of every
ten individunals would prefer the freehold
of the land their homes were to be builf
upon, but I would pot objeet ko giving
a man a lense if he preferred it; and in-
asmuch as, aceording to the Premier, the
Bill provides for both leasehold and free-
hold, I take no exeeption to it at all. Tt
will be remembered that the Premier when
prosecuting his e¢lectioneering campaign
mwade a good many stalements in regard
to these homes for the people, now
designated by him workers’ homes. First
of all he slated that he intended to ad-
vance up to £500 on land already owned;
then after some further consideration,
and realising that this was in conflict with
the general policy of the party of whicld
he is the leader, he qualified it somewhat
and said ihat the Government would be
prepared to build up-to-date residences
wherever desired, at a tofal cost, inelud-
ing lhe purchase of the land, of a suw
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uot exceeding £500. Then, after having
heard what members on this side of the
House had to say on the subject, and on
further vconsidering the tenets of the
great party controlled by cauens sitting
in Bunbury some time since, he altered
it again, and said that he would find the
land, erect the house, and, to prevent
dummying, give the land on lease. I say
at onee I commend him for having again
altered his views, and having embodied
in the Bill, in his own words, provision
t¢ provide homes on all sorts of terms
and conditions. He is going to provide
that those who come under the definition
of worker shall be able to build homes on
their own land. I commend him for that.
It is exactly what my party intended lo
do. Then he goes furiher, and makes
provision for those who wish to take up
a lease from the Government of Crown
land set apart for the purpose, or re-
purchased for the purpose. I do not
object to that. He will soon find out
where the preference comes in. I am
satisfied that wherever a man has saffi-
cient money to acquire his own freehold
he will do it in preference to taking up
leasehold. However, that is by the way.
There is no harm in having the provision,
and I hope the success of the Bill will
meet the expectations of the Premier in
this regard. There are several weaknesses
in the measure which I intend to point
out. First of all, as to the constitution
of the board. It is provided that three
officers employed in the Government ser-
vice are to constitute this board. To my
niind this is a step in the wrong direction
The explanation given by the Premier was
that it wonld keep down the cost of ad-
ministration. But surely that would he
a penny wise and pound foolish poliey
in administering a fund of this deserip-
tion; a fund which will require every bit
as much care, control and consideration
as the operations of the Agricultural
Bank itself. Subjeet lo the approval of
the Minister the hoard will have power to
repurchase estafes, It will take upon ii-
self the responsibility of assessing blocks
when these estates are cut up for residen-
tial purposes. It is to see that the plauns
of the buildings proposed to be erected
are in aceordance with all the require-
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ments of the board, and of the regulations
which will be framed under the Act. Tt
has then to inquire into the character of
the applicant who wishes to take advant-
age of the conditions of the Act. T sup-
pose the board will have to supervise the
construction of the houses, to seé that they
comply with the plans and specifications;
and then when the client is installed iu
the house the board will bave Lo see that
he fulfils all the conditious, including the
payment of the vent, and, if necessary,
to take action to enforce that payment
In addition to this, the board will have to
keep a watehful eye on the maintenance
of a property in which the State has se
Iarge an interest. I take il the board will
have pretty well the bulk of its time em-
ployed in administering the Act if the
Act is to be a snccess, and thevefore T
say it will be a penny wise and pound
foolish policy to have a board consisting
of permanent officials in the publiec service.
The Premier objected very strongly the
obher day to advisory boards advising the
Government in conneetion with the cou-
struetion of railways; his reasons beivy
that it took responsible officers away frowm
their dufies and that, . therefore, they
neglected the work of their departments.
Does the same argument nol apply in
connection with the administration of
this measure? The next point T wish Lo
make is in regard to Ministerial conirol
I see the Minister is to have absolutely
full eontrol. Netwithstanding that Le
appoeints a board which apparently will
carry out all the details of the measure
there is to be no responsibility taken away
from the Minister. He has even to sanc-
tion and endorse the valnations made by
the board. Indeed, every application has
to pass through his hauds, and it appears
lo me that whilst he possibly might be
able to shelter himself, to some extent,
beliind the recommendations nf the hoard,
vet the sole power rests in the Minister’s
hands. T do not think it is advisable that
the Minister should in a matter of this
deseription take the responsibility on his
own shoulders. Here is an
where we have an institution which 1s
on all fours with our Agrienltnral Bank,
which is lending money for the improve-
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ment of a man’s estate just as much as
that institution lends money for the im-
provement of a settler’s holding. And
we have on the one hand the Minister
taking the full responsibilily, whereas, on
the other he hands it over to trustees,
almost in its entirety, We thus arve forg-
ing another weapon for the opening of
the door to political patronage. I think
if the Government are wise they will
amend the Bill in such manner as to place
the administration under trustees who are
outside the public service, give them full
powers and make vhem take the full
responsibility. Thus we would have an
administration whieh, { think, would be
of advantage to the whole of the com-
munity and which would be free from
any sort of political control or influence.
Now, the next matter I would like ta
draw attention to is that the Aet provides
that the Government may set apart cer-
tain Crown lands for the purpose of
cutting up same and establishing honies;
it also provides that they may re-
purchase estates, and that when this is
done and improvements have been made
upon these Crown lands or ve-purchased
estates in the way of providing ronds and
other faecilities, then an annnal charge of
3 per cent. on the unimproved value, plus
the cost of improvemenis, shall be made
by way of vent, To-day we have the
announcement by the Government of a
loan put on the market for half a millien
pounds at 4 per cent, plus charges. By
the way, I cannot congratulate the Trea-
surer upon his first attempt to raise
money for the works of the State. Tt
geems to me that he is making a very bad
beginning. During the last five or six
years when I have been intimately con-
nected with the Treasury of this State,
and through very much worse times than
we have at the present day, we were able
by judicions bandling of the finances and
careful management to raise all the money
we required in the London market at a
cost of something like £3 15s. to £3 17s.
per cent., but here we have the Treasurer
in his first aet on assuming office raising
the rate of interest to four per cent. on a
loan of 20 years’ duraiion, which means
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that when we add charges on to it, and
perhaps exchange too——

Mr., SPEAKER: I cannot allow the
hon. member to pursue that line of dis-
eussion,

My, FRANK WILSON: But I am
drawing the conclusion that the Treasurer
will lose money by this transaction.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
a long way off the Bill in discussing the
financial proposals of the Government.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: May I not
show what it is going to cost the Govern-
ment to raise money for this Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: [ shall not object to
that, but to my mind the leader of the
Opposition is making statemenis in regard
to the Premier’s financial proposals, T
have no desire to limit the hon. member’s
remarks in any other way.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: My object is
to show ihai the loan announced this
vorning will eost the Government any-
thing from £4 1s. to £1 2s. per cent., and
if we are going to lend money ont at 3
per cent. to the people who will be ae-
comodated under this Bill, there iz going
to be a deficiency of over one per cent.
What does the Treasurer propose? How
is he going to get that one per cent.?

AMr. Bolton: THe does not propose to
charge 3 per cent. on the bunildings.

AMr. FRANK WILSON: Three per
cent. ont the nnimproved valne.

Mr, Bolton: That is not 3 per cent.
on the money lent oui.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: No, bat he
will have fo create the improvements and
this expenditure will be capitalised and
added to the wnimproved value of the
land, and 3 per cent. is to be charged by
way of vental. Now, if the Governmeni
are goihg to charge 3 per cent. for some-
thing that is costing £4 1s. per cent. they
are going to make a loss of 21s. per ceni.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. Bolton:
Crown lands.

Mr. FRANK WILSOX: Will the hon.
member say that the Government will not
have (o re-purchase land in the majority
of cases?

1t is eosting nothing for
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Mr. Bollon: T know of many instances
where we will not have to buy land.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member is not in order in interjecting ount
of his seal.

My, Bolton: Well) it is your seat, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, so it is all right.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The fact that
we have this loan announced fixes the
value of money to-day and if we are only
to get 3 per cent. for money that is going
to cost ihe State over 4 per cent. we are
going to make a loss, and some provision
ought to be made for that loss. What is
the Treasurer going to do? Is he going to
charge it up against Consolidated Rev-
enue, or how is he going te deal with the
loss he must make on operations of this
deseription? Let us apply the argument
to re-purchased estates ouly, if hon. mem-
bers like, and we ean deal with the other
later. Tt appears to me that there is a
defeet in the measure in this respect. We
onght to know not only where the funds
are to come from—and thal is not speci-
fied, nor is the amount which the Govern-
ment propose to find for this purpose;
that is left for a fnture time and for Par-
liament to decide—we want to know whe-
ther the money is to be taken from Con-
solidated Revenue or frem lean funds
specially raised for the purpose or raised
in the ordinary way. The scheme, if it is
o be financially sound and if it is to pay
its way, must, I maintain, be fashioned
upon sound financiai prineiples, and cer-
tainly T think the country is enlitled to
colleel from anyone enjoying the benefits
of the measure at any rate the cost of
the money which is provided to build these
homes. Surely it is never intended that
the general revenne of the State should he
utilised for this speeial purpose. At any
rate, so far as I and my ecolleagnes
were concerned, we always intended,
when drafting this scheme, that it should
be seif-supporting, that it should pay
its way, and not become a burden upon
the general revenne of the State. Now,
the idea mentioned by the Premier in pass-
ing of having model cities fashioned and
erected in Western Australia is one that
must commend itself to everybody. We
have only to cast our memories back to
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what has been done in the old country in
the building of garden cities to realise
how desirable it is, when the time is ripe
for that purpose, to establish cities of
_this deseription, but I wish hon. members
to realise that in a country such as ours,
witll a large area and a small population,
the time is hardly ripe for establishing
cities of this kind. Of eourse in the Old
Country, where they have these garden
cities, they colieet into them the people
engaged in the indusiries established in
the cities and around the cities, and as a
role we find that the residents of these
places ave all employed in the cities them-
selves or in their immediate neighbour-
hood, but we eannot do that here, nor is
that our ohject. Our objeet is to give the
existing workers—and I do not mean the
ordinary mechanie but also those, as de-
fined in the Bill, who are engaged in offi-
ces and shops, anyone who is employed in
a situation, or engaged in maunal labour
—to give those who are employed as
workers in the State to-day an oppor-
{unity of fashioning their own homes, in
the first instance on their own frecholds,
and secondly, if they so desire, on lease-
holds provided by the Government. But
then comes the question as to what suit-
able land we can make available for this
purpose. The Minister for Lands sug-
gested endowment lands, and, undoubtedly
In some instances endowment lands wounld
be available, but in very many instances
{he board, or the Government who are
the board, would have to acquire special
arveas for this purpese. Many workers
would much prefer to baild on their own
lands and to acquire those lands nearer
to their daily employment, and in this re-
speet I commend the Bill because the
Government have not confined it solely to
leasehold lands but have made provision
in the measure for money to be loaned
to taose who build upon their own hold-
ings, T have pointed out that no ecapital
.was provided in this Bill and I want now
to also point out that even when the eapi-
tal is provided there is a provision that
sorne time or other the Minister on the
recommmendation of the board may from
time to time draw on the fund for repay-
ment to the Treasnrer of any funds pro-
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vided by Parliament for the purposes of
the Aect. That is all right so far as it
goes, but it does not, so far as L ean
Judge, make any provision as to what
the Treasurer has to do with the money
which ke draws out of the funds.

Mr. Moore: It has to be paid io the
Colonial Treasurer.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Yes, but what
is the Treaswrer to do with ii? :

Mr. Moore: It is to go to general
revenue.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Iz it 1o go
to general revenue when lpan moneys arve
utilised Tor this measure? T should say
not, but what is the Treasurer going to
do wilh the money when it is drawn ont
of the fund? There ought to be some
provision in the Bill telling him how he is
to handle these funds when they are with-
drawn from the board. We had trouble
some time ago in connection with money
which had aecumulated in fhe Treasury
over a number of yenrs on acount of the
sale of certain Government property. The
sum anmounted to about £30,000, and we
passed a speeial Aet permitting Parlia-
ment to revote the money for any purpose
it chose from lime to time, and since then
the money has been handled and dealt
with in that way, Is it proposed to deal
with the funds ereated under this Bill in
the same way, or is the money to lie in
the Treasary until speecial legislation is
passed?

The Minister for Lands: There are
numerous instances in the financial ad-
rinistration where loan money was ex-
pended and repaid into revenue.

Mr. FRAXK WILSON: I know theve
have been cases.

The Minister for Lands: Well. what
provision was made in those ecases?

My, FRANK WILSON: We passed a
speeial Bill to deal with that money.

The Minister for Lands: No. You did
not pass a Bill to deal with the money ex-
pended at Hamel and Nangeenan.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If I mistake
not there was one fund into whiek all
these moneys were paid and the amount
was re-voted by Parliament.
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The Minister for Lands: That fund
relates only to the sale of Government
Jroperty.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: Well, this
was a sale of Government property
surely,

The Minister for Lands: No. Well,
what became of the money vepaid from
those special settlement schemes?

Mr. FRANK WILSOXN:
was paid into the fund.

The Minister for Lands : It is paid
inte revenue.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : No, not loan
moneys ?

The Minister for Lands : Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order !

Mr, FRANK WILSON: T think the
hon. member is making a serions mistake.
I de not think he will find that any loan
moueys have been repaid into revenue.
The only other point I might draw atten-
tion to—and I do not know it is perhaps
necessary to do so—is the limitation as
to *worker.’’ It specifies a worker shall
he a person who is in receipt of not more
than £400 per annam, and it is fuvther
specified—and 1 think rensonably so, too
—that he shall not be the owner of a
dwelling-house. That means, I suppose,
that he shail not have a dwelling-house
in his own name. Perhaps we ought to
take o little greater precaution and
specify that neither he nor his wife
should own property. They might get
over the provision of the Aet by o mem-
ber of the family lolding any property
and still eome under the Aet. I do not
know that it maiters very much if they
de.

Mr. Harper: Why should it matter 2

My, FRANK WILSON: 1 do not know
that it does, but the clauses are made
very stringent in order that no one ex-
cept those who have no livme ean take
the benefit of the Aef. and we do
not want to make speeial provision of
this kind for these who own property.
The end of the Bill, its specific objeet.
will be defeated if we do not include a
provision to exclude a member of the
family holding property.

I suppose it
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Mr. Lander: How would you get over
the case of a man living apart from his
wife ?

Mr, FRANK WILSON: He would not
need a home then ; he would be in lodg-
ings. I do not think we need consider
that case. As I said at the commence-
ment of my remarks, the Bill, as a whole,
is one we ean cordially support. I regret
the Premier has not given us more time
to study the different clauses and eom-
pare them with similar legislation in the
Eastern States. It is undoubted that
legislation of this deseription will be of
ummense benefit to the people of the
State. The main object it has is te over-
come the high rvents which are being paid
at the present time owing to the un-
doubted prosperity of our eountry. If
onee a couutry is put on the npgrade, if
once its people are made prosperous, if
we fill up the eities in addition to the
vaeant portions of the State, naturally
rents must advanee, and this has been
the vesult in Pearth of late. I am happy
to think we have had this resunit in Wesi-
ern Aunsivalia, and I am happy fo think
that now we are able to do something at
any rate to assist our people to counter-
act the result from going to the extreme,

Mre. O’Loghlen: It has gone there.

Mr. FRANK WILSON : I do net
think so. I think it will go further still.
The law of supply and demand will eome
in in regard to labour or any other article
or commodity we utilise in our daily life.
T think the Bill will receive the approha-
tion of every member of the Opposition.
I trust the Premier will allow the Com-
mittec stage, at any rate, to rest over for
a day or two until the clanses can be
¢iven that due econsideration which they
ought to receive at our hands, and so that
we can table any amendments that will
make the Bill even more workable and
more in the interests of the people it is
desgigned to serve. It is a.non-party
measure. I am glad to hear the Premier
say so. It is taken, I repeat, from the
policy of the Opposition, and in that
respect we can give it onr most covdial
support, anly we want to see it made as
perfect as possible in the ecircumstances.
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Me. GECRGE (Murray-Wellington) :
I unse to prevent the Bill being put
throngh too hastily, We naturally ex-
pected that the other side would have
had something to say on the matter which
apparently is so dear to their hearfs,
The leader of the Opposition has practi-
eally voiced almost all that ean be said
from this side of the House, and it is
not necessary for me to make much of a
speech.

Mr. TUnderwood:
tenemenis of yours?

Mr, GEORGE: I wish the hon. mem-
ber would resirain himself. I did net
catch what he said, and I do not suppose
it matters very much, One thing I ne-
tice partieularly in the Bill is the consti-
tution. of the board. The leader of the
Opposition has pointed out the Premier’s
inconsisteney with regard to the advisory
boatd when the Public Works Comumittee
Bill was under diseussion, and the way
this Bill has been drafted; but the point
I desire to have considered is the effect
that the Premier is practieally creaiing
another depariment of the State. If the
policy is fully carried out the board
under this measure will go to greater
lengths than even anticipated by the au-
thors of the measure, however sanghine
they may be and whether they be on this
side or on the other side, or whether there
is a sort of coalition in regard to it. I
am satisfied there is nob the slightest
chance of success for fhe scheme unless
the men appointed to the board have wide
experience in connection with similar
matiers. I notice full power is given, as
one would expeet, and one would require,
to appoint “such inspectors, valuers and
other officers” as may be needed to emry
out the work.. That of itself must neces-
sarily mean a large siaff, even if the
operations of the board were to he con-
fined to Perth alone; but T take it the
object of the Government is that the pro-
visions of the Aect shall apply to the
whole of the State. in which ease it will
he necessary to have nof only a perman-
ent staff so far as Perth is concerned. but
a travelling staff of inspeetors, valuers
and officers. No doubt there are inspect-
ors and other officers in the Public Works

‘What about those
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Department dealing with other daties:
but when this particular work comes on,
the board will require a staff of (heir
own; that I am satisfied about. When
the Premier was leader of the Opposi-
tion carrving on a eampaign against the
late Government he is reported (o have.
stated that he required from the person
who might take one of these houses 51
instalments of £3 10s. each as repayment
for every £100 that might be advanced.
There could not be a much better husi-
ness proposition if people wonld only
fall doewn to il and pay that amount of
money, which I doubt: but there could
not be a hetter proposition as a husiness
matter pni before a group of financiers
in the whole world. Taking 51 instal-
ments at £3 10s. eaeh per £100 on a £300
house it would practically return some-
thing in the neighbourhood of £900 be-
fore the house hecame the property of
the person who took it. I am satisfied
that system of financing would he far
more stringent and oppressive on the
person than an ordinary huilding soeciety.

The Minister for Works: Tloes the
Bill say that?

Mr. GEORGE: T am speaking of
what the Premier, as leader of the Op-
position, stated in his eampaign. It is
in a newspaper. and we always helieve
the newspapers. and it is a matter that
may he legitimately rveferred to in the
House, and contrasted with the contents
of the Bill.

The Minister for Works: You know
the statement is absolutely ridiculous: it
wonld not eome from a sane man,

Mr, GEORGE: T wounld be sorry on
the anthority of the Minister for Works
to say that the Premier s nof a sane
man,

The Minister for Works: You know
perfectly well he did not =ay it.

Mr. GEORGE: He is reported to. have
said it: and, to adopt the tacties of hon.
members on the Government side, if you
do mnot contradiet a statement it is true.
However, that is correct, and we all know
it.

The Minister for Works: The Premier
never said it, and possibly it was never
reported.
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Mr. GEORGE: The statement ap-
peared in the West Australian at the
iime, and 1 am giving it accurately.

The Minister for Works: I would like
to see it.

My, GEORGE: I con show it to you;
I give my word for if. There is anoiher
provision I camnot ¢uite see the justice
of. Probably it will be explained by the
Minister. Every worker’s dwelling is to
be exempted from nssessment under the
lLand and Income Tax Assessment Act.
That is hardly in consonanee with the
zlatement put forth by the platform
which was nsed to lead fo vietory our
friends on the Government side, the
statement or plank of “land taxation
without exemption.” YWhy should there
be exemption with regard to workers’
dwellings?

The Minister for Works:
under leasehold tenure.

Mr, GEORGE: That makes no differ-
ence,

The Minister for Works: Do you tax
Crown tenants?

Mr. GEORGE: T do not know what
I would do if T had a chance, but I am
certain the hon, member wonld tax every-
one but himself if he had the opportunity.
There is provision made by which a per-
son may sell his interest in a worker’s
dwelling. and the hoard shall repurchase
the same by refunding the whole of the
instalments. Tt hardly appears to be in
consonanee with usnal business rules that
a person shall enter into an engagement
with the Government of the day for the
erection of a building, and then, if he
repents of {he bargain or wishes to shift
away from the country, or to another
part of the country. that the Govern-
ment will practieally hand over to him
all the money he has paid in connection
with the honse with the exception of the
renf of the cvound on which the house is
being built,

Mr. Carpenter:
preciation,

Mr. GEORGE: Esxactly; but sHll we
all know that if there
chanee of tenants in eonneetion with a
house there is a considerable amount of
damage done by the shiffine in and

They are
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shifting out of the various parlies which
ean hardly be appraised or brought (o a
lixed sum; and without wishing to make
the measure in any shape or form to
operate otherwise than for the good of
those it will benefit, it seems to me that
the repayment of the whole of the money
paid in by the man under these condi-
tions is asking a little bit more than can
he considered reasonable. It is stated very
cleavly that the only part on which fhere
shall be ne refund shall be the moneys
paid by way of inlerest or rent. It
seems to me the Government might recon-
sider that peint. I do not wish to make
it penal, but I do not think the Govera-
ment should enter into the ereciion of
dwellings and make shifting from them
as easy as it apparently is in this House.
I think a man should have some sort of
feeling ihat he has some possession in his
house, and that he cannot leave it at cap-
rice as he might do in regard to a rented
house. 1 notice with regard to every
morteage under this Bill there is pro-
vided a period under which the length of
the moertegage shall be, and it is set out
that for stone or brick houses the term
shall not exeeed 30 vears, for concrete 20
vears, and for woed and iron houses 15
vears, and vet I see no reference in a
previouns clanse fo the repayment of the
capital cost of the dwelling-house, as to
whether it shall be paid by the lessee in
instalments extending over these periods.
Tt seems to me that these two clauses will
have to be bronght into accord. There is
anuther matter T would like to draw the
attention of the Minister to. Under cer-
tain provisions it is possible for the
board to enter into and take possession
of the dwelling of the lessee, and dispose
of it, but it does not appear, at least I
have not been able to see it, to be im-
nerative that the disposal of this house
must be to another of the same class of
oceupier. Tt may he sold even to a
bloated capitalist.

The Minister for Mines: That is cov-
¢red by he definition of the term worler.

Mr. GEORGE: Wkhen it comes to the
fuestion of sale, either by private sale or
public tender or auetion, what provigion
can bhe made to prevent the property
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from falling into the hands of a person
who does mot come within the provisions
of the measure.

The Minister for Mines: It says that
no one can hold it except nnder certain
conditions; none therefore can purehase
ontside these conditions.

Mr. GEORGE: I would point out that
there is considerable danger even in
that. From the mere fact of one of these
homes heing put up for auction it does
not follow that it will be taken up by
someone else and occupied, and the State,
especially when bad times come along,
would he in the same position as any
other owner of property when his house
is empty. Who will bear the brunt then,

<the general taxpayer ¢

The Minister for Works : Of course
you have the deposits which can be for-
feited.

Mr. GEORGE: Let us suppose, under
the present conditions, the cost of build-
ing is protecied under the provisions of
the Bill. We all know perfectly well
that the cost of building at the present
time is probably from 25 to 30 per cent.
more than it was two or three years ago,
and probably double what it was 10 or
12 vears ago. Assuming to-day a house
was erected under the provisions of this
measure, and a slomp eame, as they do
come at times, it wmight possibly pay,
and it would pay the owner under this
Bill, to forfeit his depoesit and clear away.
1 see no provision to prevent later on
another application coming from the same
person to get a dwelling erected in an-
other pari of the State. That is cne of
the dangers with our shifting population,
and I think we can call our population
shifting. This Bill is taking the respon-
sibility of building homes for the people
and we are not objecting to them doing
that, but it is only just that we should
see exactly where we are going. Take,
for instance, in Kalgoorlie, or Menzies,
or in any other goldfields town, if this
Act had been inforced 10 or 15 years ago,
there wounld have been a great demand
for houses at that time, bul at the pre-
sent time where wounld the State be in
connection with these houses ?
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The Minister for Works: The State
would have had 10 or 15 years’ rent from
them,

Mr. GEORGE: Wounld that have paid
the capital cost of the honses ?

The Minister for Works: But whai
would the value of them have been?

Mr. GEORGE : In connection with any
gold-mining boom, where the people go
right ont back, for instance, in ¢onneetion
with the Bullfineh boom, where tlte people
went out to Mount Jackson, I understand,
and it was published in the newspapers,
that there were houses found out there
in which the people had left their house-
hold goods some years hefore, when they
left that district. We all know that in
goldfields towns something of (he kind
must ocenr. It seems to me that the
board, and the Government, and Parlia-
ment also, will have to be carveful how far
they will allow the extension of this
matier fo go. Perhaps in Perth, Fre-
manile, or any large cities there might
not be so much danger, but this measure
will apply to the whole of Western Auns-
tralia, and, with a shifting population,
there is an element of almost certain loss
with regard to Government transactions
in this matter, I think that is about all
I desive to say, as the leader of the Op-
position has dealt with the maiter ex-
haustively. If it seems desirable that
further expression is necessary it ean be
done in Committee, when we shall have
the opportunity of speaking on the in-
dividual clauses.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T, H. Bath): I wish to point out, for the
information of the leader of the Opposi-
tion, that if any eredit is due to a mem-
ber of this House for originating the
idea of workers” homes, it is due to the
member for Forrest, beecause I think in
the session of 1909 he outlined to a very
constderable extent the proposals for the
establishment of these workers’ homes,
the proposals upon which this Bill is
largely drafted.

Mr. Frank Wilson: In this House ¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
and as recorded in Hansard, However,
I am not materially coneerned as to who
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spoke about it. The guestion is as to
who performs the particular service.
One of the objeetions raised by the
leader of the Opposition was in regard
1o the constitution of the board, and he
seemed to infer that the objection raised
by the Premier to the constitution of an
advisory hoard in regard to railway con-
cerns could alse he lodged to the consti-
tution of the hoard as embodied in this
measure. I would point out a very vital
difference.

Mr. Frank Wilson: It takes them away
from iheir work.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : That
objection is quite frue in regard to the
advisory board beeause it necessitated
travelling round the country away from
their offices, and necessitated long ab-
sence from their offices. Under this par-
ticular proposal we can avail ourselves
of the secvices of the officers who are en-
gaged in this particular work. The
supervision of public buildings at the
present time is work which is of a simi-
lav charaeter.

Mr, Frank Wilson: You cannot put
them on a hoard of this sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDE: We
can avail ourselves of the services of the
officers.

Me, Frank Wilson: The board can do
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
can avail ourselves of the services of the
officers by placing them on the board, or
one at least of theni, for ihe purpose of
advising on work which would be very
muel of the nature of the work already
undertaken by that officer, and which will
not necessitate his leaving his office, " or
disregarding his particular work al the
present time. Then again, there is nothing
to prevent the appoinlment of officers
already at the vommand of the Govern-
ment. whe have a particular eapacity in
this direction, by giving them a permancnt
rosition on the hoard. The objection to
the Prerter’s arguments against an advi-
sory board are certainly not tenable. The
leader of the Opposition also refers to
the fact that certain matters will have *o
be decided by the Ministers, and, as an
alternative, he snggesis that we shonld
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have three trusiees appointed who wil}
be free from some vague entity called
political influence. T think this question
of political influence is someiimes flogged
fo death.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You flogged it o
death when you were on this side of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Afier
all, Government is polilical influence, and
it is very undesirvable that we should bave
officers from departments, or trustees, ad-
ministering an imporiant concern, whao,
by being absolutely freed of Government
control, may become ultimately out of
date and entirely out of touch with the
opinions of the people. If by political
influence is meant control by the Govern-
ment representing the people, then it is
essential we should retain some megsure
of that, or otherwise we would have =&
number of inadequate conservative insti-
tations which would be entirely ouf of
touch with the progress of the community.
If, on the other band, is meant that politi-
¢al influence which might be exerted from
cutside through politicians, and I take it
the leader of the '‘Opposition bas in his
mind something of what oceurs in
America, then Le is not going to free the
adminisiration from that kind of influ-
ence by the appointment of trustees. They
could be approached just the same in this
wiay. We might lay down or preseribe a
provision that members of Parliameunt
should not be allowed to approach tha
trusices, but {hat would in no measure
prevent the trusieces from approaching
mentbers of Parliament, or certain indivi-
dual members of Parliament, to the ex-
clusion of others, and exercising or creat-
ing politiexl influence which wounld be of
a very undesirahle character. What we
want is (hat if there is to be Government,
or conirol throngh representatives of the
people, that it should be direct, plain, ani
appareni to the people.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Make it a depart-
ment, do not have trustees.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
merely dealing with the argument of the
leader of the Opposition that we should
have three frustees who would be entirely
free from political control. We are

=
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coslinidng a board to carry out the
administrative work under the general
power of the administration whieh iz
exereised by Ministers responsible to Par-
liament, and in their turn responsible io
the people who.eleet them. The guestion
of the loan proposals of the Government
is one which, of course, the Premier and
Treasurer will deal with in his Budgst
speech. I hardly think this is an oceasion
to deal with the point as to whether tle
4 per cent. loan

Mr. Frank Wilson: I did not intend to
raise a discussion on the aclion of the
Treasurer in floating a certain loan. I
was pointing out that that loan would
cost the couniry over 4 per cent., and that
if under this Bill we were fo lend the
money out at 3 per cent. we would lose
by the transaetion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : We are not lending it at 3 per
-cendt,

Mr. Frank Wilson: Yes, you are.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
leader of the Opposition will look up the
provision for fixing fhe value onm which
this percentage is based, he will find theve
1§ ample power in the Bill te protect the
board from sustaining a loss, even if we
have to pay 4 per cent. When we are in
Committee we can point out that safe-
guard to the leader of the Opposition, We
must also remember the fact that in a
number of instances we would be able lo
avail ourselves of Crown lands for which
we would not have tg expend money for
which 4 per cent. is paid, and we could
then bring down the percentage and
average the land we had to purchase with
meney at 4 per eent. with what we have
not had to pay anything for, and so wa
could provide this general accommodation
&t an average of 3 per cent. and still keep
onrselves on the right side.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That is a very bad
financial proposition. ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition has another ob-
Jection which, after all, is nominal,
namely that where money may be repaid
by the board to the Treasurer we do not
say how the Treasurer shall dispose of
‘that money. Perhaps it would be an ad-
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vantage to express in the Bill just how
that money shall be ulilised, but I do

want te point out to the leader of the
Opposition -that he has acquired a very

greal measure of virtue since he has been
in his present position. If he will turn
up sueeessive reports of the Auditor Gen-
eral, he will find that in many instances
where we have utilised Loan ¥unds,
moneys which have been repaid and
which should lbave gone to the redemp-
tion of those Loan Funds have been paid
into revenne. I have an instance in con-
nection with the Denmark estate, in
which the Auditor General stafes that' the
estaie had been originally purchased
from loan, and that all subsequent ex-
penditure had been charged thereto, not-
withstanding which a small portion of
the estate had been sold and any money
received paid to revenue, And the Audi-
tor General went on to draw the atten-
tion of the department to the necessity
of providing some method of dealing
with the reeeipts on an equitable basis,
remarking that it was quite apparent
that all the receipts should not go to
revenue while, on the other hand, revenue
was providing the interest and sinking
fund in eonnection with the loan expendi-
ture. There are other places where this
policy has obfained of paying out of
Loan Fund aud placing the receipts to
revenue. .

Mr. Frank Wilson: That has been all
fixed up. You will find a minute to that
effect.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do
not think the matter has been completely
adjusted, However, the point raised will
be easily remedied in Committee, and I
have no doubt the Premier will readily
fall in with any reasonable amendment
submitted by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. The member for Murray-Welling-
ton ealls nttention to the provision for
exempting from taxation the holders of
workers’ dweilings on the leasehold prin-
ciple. 1 certainly think the eclanse
needs more careful drafting; beeause the
idea is to exempt him from payment of
land tax only beeause his pavment of rent
on the unimproved value of the land is

venlly a land tax and, therefore, he
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should not be charged again with the
statutory land tax. As we make provi-
sion for reappraisement it wounld be ab-
solutely unjust to eharge him land tax
over and above the annnal economical
determinalion on the unimproved value
of bis helding. 7

Mr. Frank Wilson: You colleet land
fax on other leaschold land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
because nnder our existing land faxation
measure no provigion is made for reap-
praisement of leasebold rents.

My, Frank Wilson: It only runs a cer-
tain number of years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member will remember that when
the measwre was going through T called
atiention to that very point, and stated
that there were pastoral lessees who had
secured large holdingzs at 10s. or £1 per
thousand acres, which were infinitely
more valuable; and T contended thaf the
tax should be based on what (hose hold-
ings were worth. That is precisely the
point of view we take to-day, and in this
case, seeing that we are making prowvi-
sion for reappraisement at the end of a
specifie period, we think it would be un-
just to impose a land tax over and above
the rent annually imposed.

Mr. Frank Wilson: You propose to
redraft this clanse?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
think it will need io be redrafied in order
to make it absolutely elear. 1 do not
know of any other point which cannot be
just as well dealt with when the particn-
lar clanses are before the Committee, ex-
cept to express grahification at the gen-
eral commendation and acceptance which
has been given to the measure.

Me. DOOLEY (Geraldton): T rise to
support the Bill, and particularly that
portion of it coming under the head of
administration by a hoard of permanent
emplovees of fhe eivil serviee, in prefer-
ence to delegating the power to some ont-
side aunthority, From the experience we
have had of this particular phase of pnb-
lie administration, I think we mnst admit
that it has proved itself a failore. 1T re-
member when the Public Serviece Com-
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missioner was appointed how that ap-
pointment was hailed as one likely io
effect a great reform and do away with
a great deal of dissatisfaction existing
throughont the public service; but in-
stead of that, we find, after years of ex-
perience, that the position is rather ac-
centnated than otherwise. Then it was
argued that if we appointed a Commis-
sioner of Railways instead of a general
manager as we then had, it wounld effect
a great veform and give general satisfae-
tion. As far as my experienee goes, I
can only come to the eonclusion that as
the administrator of an important de-
partment he has been a failure. For
these reasons I commend the Government
for having dealt with the matter in the
Bill in the way they have done, keeping
it well within the control of the Minister
in charge of the department. Seeing
that it is a new measure of an experi-
mental character I think it is just as
well to keep the administration under the
control of the Minister, and so subject to
the erificism and influence of the House.
In vegard to the remarks of the member
for Murray-Wellingnton  about  the
houses and land, and in respect to the
possibility of a community or lecality
going down, there iz this to be said: that
no maiter what undertaking of a public
character we initiate, there are always
certain possibilities to be eonsidered. If
eertain public necessities are required the
(Government have to meet them and pro-
vide accommodation in many ways, and
if the place happens to go down there is
a certain amount of loss entailed. IF the
clanses are not sufficiently elastic to give
power to a board to satisfy themselves
that the communities referred to by the
member for Murrav-Wellingfon are not
suffieiently stable. I think diseretionary
power should he given fo the hoard to sav
whether (he investment is er is not suffi-
cientlv safe. T think these little bogies
should not disturb members’ minds in re-
aard to fhe general and unltimate success
of this measure.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[3tr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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BILIL—-COLLLE BaES VALIDA-
TION.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker), in moving the second read-
ing, said: This is one of {he necessary Bills
ocensionally passed by this Chamber. I
may menlion that the member for Collie
should have introduced this Bill, bui as
there are zome objections o a measure of
this kind being in charge of a private
member, I have undertaken the introdue-
tion of it. Tt is for the purpose of vali-
dating certain rates imposed by the Collie
local board of health, for the vear ended
the 31st Gectober, 1910.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Why did the rates
require validation?

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: There
was some doubt as to the methods of im-
position, as io ecertnin formaliiies having
been ecomplied with. The rales bave been
eollected and no objection was offered to
them, and it is to avoid the possibilily
of future litigation that it is desived now
to have this Bill passed. I therefore
move—-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): [
take it from the very few remarks wmade
by the Mipister in introdueing this Bill
that it is merely to validate some action
hy the municipality of Collie, acting as
a local board of health, with respect (o
the collection of rates, I presume from
the necessity of this Bill that they had
no authority to collect the rates, but there
lias heen very little explanation of the
measure, and it is just as well that oae
should know what it means. I know that
in the past measures of this kind have
heen passed through this Chamber. Loeal
hodies have collected rates, believing they
had aathority under the Act to do so—-

The Attorney General: In ihis case they
kad the right to collect the rates, but did
not formally comply with the Aect.

Mr. TATLOR: Yes, and to preveut
litigation on the part of those who, though
not dissatisfied when they paid the rates,
yet having later found out that all the
formalities had not been complied with,

felt injured and threateneu .ot zoiue 1b-
stances legal proceedings, validating Bills
have heen brought forward. In such eir-
curnstances as those TParliament has
rightly passed Bills to validate the rates
and T iake it that this Bill is on all fouw:s
with thoze inziances T have mentioned,
That being sp, 1 intend ie support ke
sacond reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill rvend a second time.

In Committee.

My, Holman in the Chair; the Atlorney
General in charge of the Rill.

Clanse 1—Validaiion of rates:

Mr., NANBON: This was o general
validation of rates, but the Attorney Gen-
cral had not informed members in what
particular the Collie municipality had
failed to comply with the provisions of
the Municipal Corporations Act or the
Health Act. Perhaps it would be just as
well before aciually passing the Bill
through Committee that members shoun!d
be informed of the reasons which had
made the measure neeessary. There was
some danger in- giving validation for a
vate struck, when the Commiitee were in
entive ignorance of the causes rendering
the validation necessavy.

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: The
measure had been originally in charge of
the member for Collie, who had informed
him there had been some mere lack of
technieal formality, such as lhe issue of
the rates on a particular day and at a
partieular time. There was nothing radi-
cally informal or illegal, but some negii-
gence on the part of the eouncil, acting
as the board of health, had made it ques-
tionnble whether, if the watter were tested
in a court of law, the imposition of the
rate would he held to be legal.

Mr. Taylor: Is therve any litigation
pending?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Neot so
far as he had been informed. The raies
had been collecled and the measnre was
only for ihe ynrrose of setiling a doulst.

Clause put and passed,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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BILL—SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODA-
TION.

In Commitiee.
Resumed from the 30th November.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; Mr, Me-
Donald in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—S8aving:

Mr. FRANK WILSON moved an
amendment—

That the following words be added
to stand as Paragraph 35:—To the
sheuring of sheep in any city, town or
municipality.”

Those words were taken from the Vie-
torian Aet and provided for the con-
tingency of shearing being done in a town
or munieipality. In some Eastern States
schools of shearing were established in
the towns or on the show grounds. There
was some experimental shearing done on
the show ground in this State, and he
understood that theve was a sehool of
shearing at North Fremantle. The
amendment would obviate the neeessity
for providing accommodation for shearers
in those cireumstances.

My, MeDONALD: So far as e was
conceined there would be no objection to
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse
as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—Definition:

My, FRAXK WILSON
amendment-—

That the defimition of “shearer’ be
struck ou! with the view of inserting
anolher definition.

It was his intention, if these words were
strucl out, tc move another definition
which was taken from {he Viectorian Act,
with the exception of the last four words
referring to aboriginal natives.

Mr. Taylor: Those words are really
objectionable here.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was thought
by those interested that the definilion he
would propose was much clearer than the
one in the measure, and that the definition
in the measure would possibly cover peo-
ple whom it was not intended to cover.
-For instanee, a station hand, might hayp-
pen to be about the shed, and he would

moved an
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consequently come under the definition of
shearer as provided in the measure.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was possible that in
Vietoria the lazt four words dealing with
aboriginal natives might be applicable,
because there were not s0 many natives
there who were following the oceupation
of shearers, but in this State he was led
to helieve that there were many employed.
So far as the other portion of the pro-
posed amendment was concerned, there
would be no objection to if. He was nob
aware how shearing was carried on in
Western Auvstralin, but he was familiay
with it in three of ihe other States of i{he
Commonwealth. There the shearer was very
ensily identified. beenuse he had to sign
an agrecment with the squatter as to the
price ke wonld receive aind the conditions
under which he would work. The shearer
was defined by eommon practice.

My, Frank Wilson: But we want fo
inelade it in the Aet.

Mr. TAYTLOR: Tt was to be hoped the
last four words of the proposed amend-
ment would not be pressed, nnless it was
the desive of the member in charge of the
Bill to see them iuecluded.

My, Frank Wilson: Is it necessary io
provide them with the same accommoda-
tion?

My, TAYLOR: It was necessary to
provide them with everything that was
provided the while man.

My. McDonald: They provide white
and blacks with the same accommodation
on some stations.

AMr. TAYLOR : They certainly did not
provide them with aceommodation under
the same roof.

Mr. MeDDONALD: When shearing
was not in progress the malter would
have nothing whatever to do with
those whoe were interested: all they
were conecerned about was when the
shenring was in progress, so whether
the words were ineluded was not material.
The objeetion raised by the member for
Sussex that somebody who might happen
to be abont the shearing shed being mois-
taken for shearers was quite ridiculous.
There was no desire to countenance the
aboriginal native at all, and with the ex-
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ception of those words, he would be con-
tent to allow the proposed new definition
to take {he piace of that which appeared
in the Bill.

My, MALE: Ti seemed neeessary o
have the four concluding words relating
to the aboriginal natives, and he failed
to see why the member for Gascoyne
should raise any objection, more espeei-
ally if he did not desire to countenance
natives at all. Not wentioning anything
aboul the patives would bring them under

the scope of the measure, and it was to’

prevent the white men heing accommo-
dated with the naiives that the leader of
the Opposition wished to include the
words, by substituting the definition he
had suggested, which would make the posi-
tion clearer.

Mr. GARDINER: The four eon¢lud-
ing words relating to the aboriginal natives
were objectionable. Members of the As-
sembly were not desirous of perpetuating
that system of slavery whieh had existed
for a cousiderable time, and if these words
were inserted in ihe clause it wonld be
implied that we tolerated the employment
of aborigines in shearing sheds. Some
stations in the North-West employed no-
thing but natives to do their shearing, and
if we inserted this elause as proposed it
would he by inference allowing these peo-
ple to think that members were in favour
of the employment of natives for shearing
purposes and other station work,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. FRANK WILSON moved a fur-
ther amendment—

That the following definition of
“shearer’ be inserted—“Shearer means
any person employed in or about a
shearing shed in the shearing of sheep
or in work connected therewith, Lut does
not include a person who is employed on
the holding on which the shearing shed
is situate when the shearing is not in
progress nor does i Include any men-
Ler of the employer's fomily, or any
aborigingl walive”

Mr. A, E. PIESSE moved an amend-
ment to the proposed definition—

That after the word “family” in the
last line the words “wool classers or ex-
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perts guartered and dining apart from

shearers” be inscried.

It was undersiood that the member in
charge of the Bill had no objeclion to the
amendment,

Alr. TAYLOR: There was no neeessity
for the amendmeni. These jpersons never
didl remain in the same quarters as the
sheavers.

Awendment (Mr. Piesse’s) passed.

Mr. TAYLOR moved a further amend-
ment—

That the words in the proposed de-
finition of shearer “or any aboriginal
native” be struck oud.

Hon, H. B, LEFROY: It must be
borne in mind this definition would apply
throughout the Bill, There was no ¢ues-
tion of slavery in regard to the aborigines
in this country, but there were a number
of people in YWestern Australia who em-
ployed natives for shearing and paid the
union rate of wages to them. Was there
any necessity to provide that a native
who was paid as well as the ordinmry
shearer should have aecommodaiion pro-
vided for him?

Mr, Green: Where, was this? Give an
instanee. ¢

Hon. . B, LEFROY: In his own ease.
There were many places in \Western Ans-
iralia where natives ware employed as
well as at his own place, and there was no
reason to comypel the employer to put up
accommodlation for these men who did not
require it, These aborigines came to a
station with their wives and families, they
had tents and wvehicles and they camped
on the station. South of the Murchison
all were farmers, the’ squatting element
was being eliminated from that part of
Western Austraiia, but there was a nam-
ber of people who had sheep and aboii-
gines went about from place to place and
were employed. Members should not ob-
jeet to aborigines being employed at this
work if they were willing to work and
were paid the proper rate of wages.

Mr, Gueen: There was an objeclion Lo
their being employved for nothing.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : That was
foreign to the issue. This definition would
work a bavdship to some people. The
word ‘shearer” ineluded the ahoriginal
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native under the Bill becanse the only
person exempt was the Asiatie. In the
North-West an employer might have 10
or 16 shearers and amongst them several
aborigines, and should this employer have
to put wp separate aceommodaiion for
both classes ¢f shearers? The object of
the amendment was to make an abovigine
not a shearer under the Bill, and therc-
fore accommodation would nof have to be
provided for him. It was absurd to force
persons to pui up accommodation for
people which would not be used. In the
interests of the sheep owners and not in
any way interfering with the sheavers, the
words should not be struck out.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The menber
for Moove stated that an aborigine native
was a shearer and yet he wished to have
an aborigine native struck out of ihe Bill

Mr. Nanson: Only in regard to accom-
modation.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN: In the first
place the member for Moore was not
agreeable to the aborigine being included
as a shearer and at the same time he said
that the aborigine was a shearer,

Mr. TAYLOR: If the definition of
shearer as printed #ith the words which
had been added was carired then, if an
aboriginal was employed, other shearing
accommodation would have to be provided
for that native. That was the object of
the amendment so he understood. He
desired to place the aborigines if em-
ployed at shearing on the same level as
other shearers, as in that case the abori-
gine would not be employed, for it mnst
be understood he was not in sympaiby
with the employment of aborigines,

Mr. Frank Wilson: The white shearar
would be inconvenienced if two aborigine
shearers were allowed to occupy Lhe same
accommodation as the white shearers.

Mr. TAYLOR : Unless the spirit of ths
white shearer had deleriorated sinee ie
(Mr. Taylor) was one of them, they would
see to that aspect of the question. He
was credibly informed that the shearers
in the North-West had no accommodatim
provided for them, and this Bill was
brought down so that the squatter should
provide adeguate and decent accommoda-
tion. There was a large number of
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aborigines employed at shearing and he
was informed ihese men received nothing.
1f the employer had fo provide accommn-
dation for the native shearer he would not
employ him.,  There was certain work
thai an aborigine could do better than a
while man but it was not shearing sheep
or laborious work. As far as tracking
and hunting stoek were concerned the
ahorigine was all right, he was preferable
to the white man unless the white man
was well schooled in that line of work. If
the striking ount of fhe words wonld dis-
conrage the emplover from having abori-
gine shearers then he (Mr. Taylor) would
be glad.

Mr. FRANIE WILSON: It was all
very well for the hon. member to indulge
in heroics as to the aborigines. The hon.
member wanfed to give aborigines the
same accommodation as the white man,
but the aborigines would not use the same

aceommodafion, They would not live in
the gquarters with the white men, They
iravelled round {he stations with their

families, and in some instances camped
all the year rvound on sguatters’ stations,
Certainly the squatter got tlieir services,
but often had to keep the whole tribe.
Was it in the interests of the white
shearer that where an aboriginal was em-
ployed the station owner could order the
aborigines to sleep in the room with the
white shearers? By striking ont the
words as the member for Mount Mar-
garet proposed, it would legally give the
station owner the power to ovder that.
There was no desire to do anything wrong
in conneciton with the natives. The State
provided for these nafives better than
most of the Staftes of the Commonwealth;
and our squatters, taking them all round,
were generous towards the natives. In
fact, many sqoatters kept whole tribes
the whole year round when they would
rather have natives off their slalions.

Mr, GNDERWOOD: When squatters
did not want niggers they would not have
them there. Tt was a faet that squatters
wot their sheep shorn by natives at about
a ¢quarler of what it would cost by em-
ployving while men. In many instances
the whole of the shearing was done by
natives, and it was astonishing to hear
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1he member for Moore claim he paid
union raies to aborigines. 1t was the Hrst
fime he (Mr. Underwood) had heard of
a man even prefending he was paying
union rates to aborigines.

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: I hope the hon.
member does not wish to insinuate I do
pot.

Mr. UNDERWOOD would not doubt
the lon. member’s word, but there were
many who would. Members’ desire was
that the aborigines should be considered
as sheavers. The natives might be a con-
quered raec, but it was up to members to
see that they got fair eonditions and had
faivr aecommodation provided. As the
Bill stipulaled for a certain number of
shiearers io be employed before the ac-
commodation provisions of the Act would
apply, by employing natives with a few
white men the squatter could avoid the
provisions of the Aect, should the words
the leader of the Opposition wished to
remain in the definition be retained, and
a station employing four white sheavers
and eight native shearers would not be re-
quired to provide aceommedation. Tt
was neceszary to fairly consider the posi-
tion of the mnatives. People employed
them practically for their tucker, and the
Stafe spent thousands of pounds a vear
in keeping them when they beecame old

-and unable to work, The tale about
squatters keeping large tribes was to a
great extent a romance,
ihing the squatters employed the natives
<0 long as it paid them to do so. When
it no longer paid them, and when the
natives could not earn tucker and
clothes, the ahorigines had to go out into
the bush, where, in the North-West, min-
ers and prospectors gave them tea and
sngar, The amendment shonld be struck
ont as a sfep towards dealing with the
whole aborigines question, which, later
on, shonld be considered and dealt with
in rezard to all its phases. At any rate,
where aborigines were shearing they
should be counted as shearers.

Amendment {Mr, Taylor's) put and
passed.
Amendment (to insert new definition

as amended) put and passed.

_formed during the

As a zeneral -

oul

Mr, FRANK WILSON moved a Fur-
(e amendment—

That the definition of “shearing
shed” be struck out und the followiny
inserted in  liew,—"Shearing  shed
means any shed or building used in the
shearving of sheep or any operation
connected therewith.”

This also was taken from the Vietorian
Act. The words in the Bill weve rather
superticial and not vegqnired. The Vie-
torian words were a better definition.

Mr. MeDONALD: The amendment
propozed to strike out the words “seour-
ing, sorling or pressing wool.” If passed
the result would be that no aceommoda-
tion need he provided for men employed
in this work. The object was to save
expense to the squatter, while the Ia-
bourer could put up with “pot luck.”
The definition should remain as printed
in the Bill, because, though there was
liltle scouring or sorting done about wool
sheds now, undoubtedly before long this
work would form part of the work per-
wool season or a
little afterwards.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: One must
take exception fo ihe expressions of the
hon. member. The hon. member was
most unfair to others, as men of his
class always were, being unreasonable
and unfair. Members could simply stand
back and oppose the Bill tooth and nail
if they wished to ignore the rights of
the shearers, but their principles were to
do justice to all men. Beecanse someone
proposed a definition aecceptable to the
unions of the Eastern States, the hon.
member commenced fo elaim that the ob-
jeci was to do the nfmost to injure the
shearers.

Mr. Taylor: Under the amendment no
sconrers or sorters will get accommoda-
tion.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Because they
had already accommodation when scour-
ine was done on the station, which did
not ocenr in many instances. He did
not care whether members accepted the
amendment, but it was a reasonable suge-
westion taken from the Viectorian legis-
lation. Tt wonld lhave been much hetter
bad the hon. member left the Bill for
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diseussion between the squatters and the
shearers’ union. The union had never
asked for such a Bill, In faet, it was in-
tended to diseuss the whole measure at
a conference hext year. It was unfair
to charge members of the Opposition with
wishing to do an injury to the shearers,
mevrely because an amendment bad been
moved which was accepted in Victoria
and elsewhere,

My, McDONALD: There had been no
intention of being unfair, but why
should the wool scourers and pressers be
debarred from the rights of aceommo-
dation? As (o the conlenlion that con-
ference had not discussed the Bill, it was
nearly two years sinee the conference
held hy representatives of (he pastoral-
ists’ association and of the union, and
there was a clause in the agreement
which distinelly stated that full and pro-
per accommodation should be provided
for lhe men engaged. It was well known
that the agreement had not bheen carried
out in the northern parts of the State,
while it had not been satisfactorily ear-
ried out down in the South-West, al-
though it was to be admitted that in one
instanee down there the best accommoda-
fion in Australia was to be found.

Mr. TAYLOR: If the leader of the
Opposition struck out the definition of
shearer and shearing shed, and inserted
the amendment he desired, he would cer-
tainly remove those employed in sorting
and pressing. He hoped the hon. mem-
ber had no desire to remove the sorters
and pressers, who should be provided
for in the same way as the shearers.
Why should the employer expect those
engaged in seouring to live under worse
conditions than the other employees? At
the time when the industry in the East-
ern States was In the stage it had now
reached in Western Aunstralia the eondi-
tions prevailing in the Eastern States
were much the same as those existing in
Western Australia to-day. We therefore
had the advantage of knowing what had
happened in the Eastern States. And
why should we not make use of this
knowledge, and see to it that the condi-
tions in our own State were levelled up
to reasonable requirements? He hoped

[ASSEMBLY.]

the leader of the Opposition would not
pin his faith too eclosely to something
which was wholly inadequate to the re-
quirements of Western Australia,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The amend-
ment sfated that the shearing shed meant
any shed or building used in the shearing
of sheep, or in any operation connected
therewith. If pressing were done in that
shed it was an operallon in connection
with the shearing of sheep, and so, too,
was the scouring; consequently the pro-
vigions would apply to those operatives
just as mueh as to the shearers. The in-
tention of the amendment was that the
provisions of the Bill should not apply
to a place where they engaged in nothing
hut the seouring of wool. It would not
eat out any man employed about bhe
shed. The Victorian Aet, the latest we
had in vegard to the accommodation of
shearers, confained this very amendment,
which had been given mature considera-
tion in the course of the debates in the
Victorian Parliament. He was sorry that
any hon. member on the Ministerial side
should have said that hon. members op-
posite were desirous of being unjust to
the employees.

Mr. DOOLEY: Having heard mem-
bers on the Opposition side it seemed to
him that it was a question of six of one
and half a dozen of the other. Where,
then, was the necessity for adopting a
new clanse which was not so explicit as
that in the Bili?

Mr. GREEN: It was just possible that
the amendment might be loaded, In the
clause in the Bill eertain avoeations were
noted, such as seouring, sorting and pres-
siitg, but these were not inclnded in the
amendment. It left a suspicion that some
lagal objection might be raised to exeluda
these partienlar workers. Moreover, he
had failed to discover any definite rea-
son why the amendment should have been
moved. For these reasons he intended to
oppose it. .

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put
and passed.

Clanges 4, 5—agreed to.

Clanse 6—Sufficient neeommodation in
other bnilding:
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Mr. FRANK
amendment—
That paragraph 2 of Subclause 2 be
struck out, and the following words
inserted in liew:—"Proper and sufficient
accommodation as regards  sleeping
room shall mean not less than 250 cubie
feet of space for each shearer sleeping
in any room or aeparbment. Provided
that the requirement shall be deemed to
have been sufliciently complied with if
the shearers are provided with lent ac-
commodalion o the satisfaction of the
inspector.’”
The reasen for the amendment was, first
of all, not to compel separate rooms to be
constructed, whieh he leld would be de-
trimental to tle health and eomfort of tie
men, and secondly to enable tents to he
utilised to the satisfaction of the inspector.
The first portion of the amendment was
taken from lhe South Auslralian Aet of
1905, and the latter portion from Clause
14 of the vecently passed Vietorian Aect.
Tn South Australin provision was made
for 240 eubic feet for eaeh shearer, and
in Vietoria 250 eubic feet. The member in
charge of the Bill, e knew, objecled (o
the 1atier portion of the amendment deal-
ing with tent accommeodation, but that hon,
hon. member’s statement, that the men were
all against tents, was hardly borne ont at
the conference hetween the pastoralists
and the represeniatives of the union, when
Mr. Buntine, one of the vice-presidents of
the unien, said that none of the men would
object to good duck tents, two men in each,
This provision had not been objected to
by the Labour members in the Vietorian
Parliament, and he hoped that the member
for Gascoyne would accept the amend-
ment.

Mr. McDONALD: So far as the con-
ference between the shearers and the pas-
toralists was coucerned, he had already
admitted that one of the men had spoken
in favounr of the use of tents, but that
gentleman had been sorry ever sinece be-
eanse the men had given him a rough
time.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Whyt

Mr. MeDONALD: Beeanse fents were
most uncomfortable, as the hon. member

WILSON moved an

would know if he had ever slept in a tent
after n hard day’s shearing; shearing was
the hardest work a man could underlake.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Have yon ever
worked in a ballast pit?
Mr. MeDONALD: Yes, but not at

shearing.

Mr, Male: Why did the men not ac-
cept the accommodation provided for
them, and take tents in preference?

Mr. McDONALYD: Had there been any
such instance?

My, Male: What abont Mr. Butcher?
ITe made that statement.

Ay, MeDONALD: Al Me. Butcher’s
cubicles had been filled, and that gentle-
man ohjected fo tents. The member for
Moore (Hon. H. B. Lefroy) had siated
that the ewner of a station in Kimberley
might have only two rvooms for himself,
and vet might have to put up 8 rooms for
32 shearers; what an anomaly it was, that
the squatter should have to ervect 8 rcoms
for 32 shearers, when he required two
rooms for himself! The space of 360
cubic feet per man was asked for in the
Bill, and that provision in Quensland was
considered fair, The members of the Op-
Posilion were sugwresting that the shearers
should be content with 250 c¢ubic feet each.

My, Frank Wilson: Only in a large
room,

Mr, MeDONALD: Surely a man re-
quired as much air to breathe in a large
room as in a small room. So far as tents
were concerned the men objected to being
obliged to spend the whole of their Sat-
urday afternoon and Sunday in tents; in
faet, tent aecomuredation wherever it had
been tried in the North-West had been a
failure, and had been condemned by both
shearers and shed hands. He might also
make it known that they stood out for
360 eubic feet of air

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member for Gascoyne had stated that all
men were dead against fents, yet Mr. But-
cher. who owned a stalion which was re-
eognised os one of the hest fitted stations
in the State——

iMr. McDonald: The second hest.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Mr. Butcher
staied that ouly this season some of his
employees had asked for tents that they
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might piteh in the bush; that showed that
the men did not objeet to that accommoda-
tion. Mr. Gooch stated that last season
some of the shearers refused to go into
the buildings erected for them, and asked
for tents, and the reason was that some
of the men played cards, some smoked,
and some read late, and others did not.
Were the Committee to aceept the state-
ment of the bon. member that the men all
objected to tents, and neot aitach any
weizht to the statement of the pastoralists
that men in some eases had asked for
tents? Suarely the hon. member could ac-
cept what had bheen accepted in the Par-
liament of Vietoria, withont opposition,
viz., that tents, subject to the approval of
the insjector, shouid he regarded as com-
plying with the accommodation require-
ments? .

Mr. Munsie: Are the climatic condi-
tions as bad in Vietoria as here?

Mv. FRANK WILSON: The climatic
conditions in Victoria, with its sudden
changes of temperature, werve very much
worse than they were in the North-West
of this State,

Mr. §. STUBBS: If Mr. McDonald
insisted on the clause as printed he might
be doing an injustice to many of iae
shearers in the North-West. Many of the
stations there had no timber within miles
of their properfy, and the owners would
be compelled to utilize corrugated iron,
and hon. nembers eould well understand
what it meant to go inlo an iron shed
after a hot day and heavy work, He felt
certain that a tent would be preferable to
such iron sheds. The Cowmmittee suvely
did not intend to eompel pastoralists to
carry timber 200 or 300 miles inland.

Mr. MeDonald : They carted their home-
steads in,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Many of them re-
gretted having done so hecause white ants
had eaten a number of the houses down in
recent years. Tents would supply much
more comforiable accommodation than
would be provided if the clause as printed
were to be insisted upon.

Mr. MALE: Tt was his intention to
support the amendment which made pro-
vision for supplying tents finstead of
other accommodation. The member for

[ASSEMBLY.]

Gaseoyne referred to the question of
living in Kimberley. Would not the
honourable member, when he had fuished
work, rather go into a nice cool tent
than inte nothing more or less than a
hot oven. The thing would be absolutely
impossible. The honourable member
could not possibility live in iron rooms
in the tropies, especially when it was eon-
sidered that sheaving starled in the
middle of March- It would be impos-
sible for men to settle comiforiably in-
side these iron Dhuildings. Instances
could he given where men had asked for
tent accommodation. Reference had
been made to sheavers’ delegates. He
(Mr. Male) had spoken with delegates
and others and one had expressed the
opinion that in the hot part of the State,
he would prefer to live in a tent cvery
time than in a8 building. He (Mr.
Male) did not say that buildings sheuld
he done away with altogether, but pro-
vision should be made that tents might
be used in those parts where it would be
advisable to use them rather than a pro-
perly constructed building.

Mr. LANDER: Tt was to be hoped that
the elanse wouid be allowed to stand as
it was. It would be a very different
thing for the squatter to define what a
tent really was. The honourable member
who introduced the Bill deserved credit
for having done so ; the only regrettable
thing was that the step had not heen
taken years before to protect not only the
shearers but the rouseabouts and wool
sorters.

Hon. H. B. LEPROY: The mem-
ber for (ascoyne ought to ac-
cept the amendment with regard
to tent aeccommodation. 8o far as
the 230 cubic feet of space was

concerned he did not think that was suffi-
cient; he would prefer 360 cubic feet and
if the hon. member accepted that incrense
he might also aceept the provision with
regard to tent accommodation. This
question wounld not remain in the hands
of the squatters; it would be for the in-
spector to decide whether 1t was proper
tent accommodation.

Mr. GARDINER: The e¢lause should
be permitted to stand as it appeared in
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the Bill. Those members who had
spoken conld have no conception of the
climatic conditious of the various parts
of the State, particularly where sheaving
was ecarried on. The hon. member for
Kimberley knew that at times in his elee-
torate the heat was most oppressive, and
probably in the course of a few days
there would be heavy rainfall and violent
winds which would make tent life abso-

lutely impossible. He knew where
shearers had refused to live in the
accommodation  provided as it  was

absolutely inadegnate, In almost all in-
stances bushmen who were working at
shearing, followed a most arduous oceu-
pation and they preferred other kinds
of dwellings than tents., From experi-
ence he knew that tent aceommodation
would be quite useless in many parts
of this State, chiefly where shearing was
carried on.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : As one who had
no experience on shearing statiens or
among  shearers he was particularly
struck with the faet that members who
had had experience on sheep stations and
shearing sheds had expressed their
opinion that tent accommodation was not
proper accommodation for a man after
he had completed his work. There was
a point, however, which had been lost
sight of. There was another sub-clause
which stated that suitable flooring munst
be provided in these dwellings, and it
woonld be realised that it would be prae-
tically impossible to provide snitable
flooring in a tent. The very fact that
this was put into the Bill showed that it
was intended that the structure was re-
guired to be of a permanent nature. In
the two States where the bulk of shear-
ing in Australia was carried on, so far as
conld be gathered, tent accommodation
was not constdered sufficient. Tent ac-
commodation was provided for in the
Victorian Act but in Vietoria the elima-
tic conditions were undoubtedly differ-
ent from those of the North-west of this
State or of New South Wales or Queens-
land.

Mr. Mule: In what way ?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: In Victoria they
did not get the very exireme heat which
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was experienced in the North-west of
West Australia, nor the severe tropical
rains and the severe winds. Moreover
there was no proof that the provision
ahout tent accommodation was inserted
in the Vietorian legislation without op-
position.

Mr. Frank Wilson:
there was no debate.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: From the expres-
sion of opinion by those members who

I was informed

had practical experience the clause
should be allowed to remain as it was
printed.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Progress veported.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m,
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